
1 

 

The Great Vigil of Easter 
 
April 3, 2021 
7:00 p.m. 
online worship 
 
Joint worship with St. John's 
Episcopal Church, Town Street 
 
The Rev. Christopher Richardson, 
Priest-in-Charge 
 
The Rev. Gia Hayes-Martin,  
Rector 
 
Ms. Sara C. Seidel,  
Director of Music  
 
Ms. Carrie Troester,  
Director of Children’s Ministries 

Welcome ! 

We’re glad you took the 

opportunity to worship with us. 

Our hope is you find a home 

among us, in a place where the 

love of God is shared, the mystery 

of grace is experienced, and the 

joy and laughter of the Christian 

life is taught. 
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The Episcopal Diocese of S. Ohio 
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Worthington, OH 43085 

Telephone: 614-846-5180 

Fax: 614-846-1564    
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Prelude         God So Loved the World    John Stainer 

 

Lighting of the Paschal Candle 

In the darkness, fire is kindled; after which the Celebrant may address the 

people in these or similar words 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed 

over from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout 

the world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in 

which, by hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his 

victory over death. 

Let us pray. 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness 

of your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may 

so burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the 

festival of everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Holy Week 

Exsultet  

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, and let your trumpets shout 
Salvation for the victory of our mighty King. Rejoice and sing now, all the 
round earth, bright with a glorious splendor, for darkness has been vanquished 
by our eternal King. Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, and let your holy 
courts, in radiant light, resound with the praises of your people. 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, pray with me to God the 
Almighty for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and 
mind and voice to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your 
only begotten Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who 
at the feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood 
delivered your faithful people. 

This is the night when you brought our forbears the children of Israel, out of 
bondage in Egypt, and let them through the Red Sea on dry land. This is the 
night when all who believe in Christ, are delivered from the gloom of sin, and 
area restored to grace and holiness of life. This the night when Christ broke the 
bonds of death and hell, and rose victorious from the grave.  How wonderful 
and beyond our knowing, O God, is your mercy and loving kindness to us, that 
to redeem a slave, you gave a Son.  

How holy is this night when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. 
It restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride 
and hatred, and brings peace and concord, How blessed is this night, when earth 
and heaven are joined, and we are reconciled with God.  

Therefore, O holy Father, accept the evening sacrifice of this lighted candle, 
which your holy Church makes before you, and offers to you by the hands of 
your servants, the work of the bees your creatures.  

May it shine continually to drive away all darkness, May Christ, the Morning 
Star, who knows no setting find it ever burning, who gives his light to all 
creation, and who lives and reigns with you for ever and ever. Amen.   
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The Liturgy of the Word 

Let us hear the record of God's saving deeds in history, how God saved God’s people in ages past; and let us 
pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of redemption. 
 
Israel's deliverance at the Red Sea—Exodus 14:10--15:1 
As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on them. In great fear 
the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you 
have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the 
very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for 
us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand 
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see 
today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your 
staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into the sea on dry 
ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory 
for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know 
that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud 
moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army of Egypt and the army of 
Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all 
night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, 
and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea 
after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of 
fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged* their 
chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for 
the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 

Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come back upon the 
Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn 
the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the 
sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had 
followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, 
the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared the Lord and 
believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
   horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.  Thanks be to God.   

 
Through all the World Below         arr. Robert Lehman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Through all the world below, God is seen all around; 
Search hills and valleys through, There he's found. 
The growing of the corn, the lily and the thorn, 
The pleasant and forlorn, all declare God is there, 
In the meadows dressed in green, there he's seen. 
See springs of water rise, fountains flow, rivers run; 
The mist below the skies hides the sun; 
Then down the rain doth pour the ocean it doth roar, 
And dash against the shore, all to praise, in their lays, 
That God that ne'er declines his designs. 

The sun, to my surprise, speaks of God as he flies: 
The comets in their blaze give him praise; The shining of the 

stars 
The moon as it appears, his sacred name declares; 
See them shine, all divine! The shades in silence prove God's 

above. 

javascript:void(0);
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Let us pray. (Silence) 

O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day, you once delivered by the power of 
your mighty arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all 
nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be numbered among the offspring 
of Abraham, and rejoice in the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The valley of dry bones -Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the 
middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, 
and they were very dry. He said to me, "Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord God, you know." 
Then he said to me, "Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus 
says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, 
and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and 
you shall know that I am the Lord." 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the 
bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon 
them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 
and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our bones are dried up, and 
our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.' Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to 
the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own 
soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act," says the Lord. 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.  Thanks be to God.   

 

Sing Praises Unto the Lord           Henry Ruthven 
Sing praises to the Lord O ye saints of God: 
And give thanks unto him 
for a remembrance of his holiness. 
For God's wrath endureth but the twinkling of an eye, 
and in his pleasure is life. 
Heaviness may endure for a night: 
yet joy cometh in the morning. 

 
Let us pray. (Silence) 
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin into righteousness and out of death 
into life: Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the 
world; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The candles at the Altar may now be lighted from the Paschal Candle. 
Celebrant  Alleluia. Christ is risen. 
People   The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia. 
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Gloria S-278  Glory to God in the highest        William Mathias 
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Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 

Let us pray. O God, who made this most holy night to shine with the glory of the Lord's resurrection: Stir up 
in your Church that Spirit of adoption which is given to us in Baptism, that we, being renewed both in body 
and mind, may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Romans 6:3 –11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 

Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a 

death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self was 

crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For 

whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 

We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people..  Thanks be to God.  

 

*Gospel Acclamation WLP 848   Alleluia          Tone 5, John L. Hooker 

 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ According to  Mark 16:1-8 
When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, so 

that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 

went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, "Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance 

to the tomb?" When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled 

back. As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and 

they were alarmed. But he said to them, "Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was 

crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples 

and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you." So they went 

out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for 

they were afraid.  

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 
Easter Sermon of St. John Chrysostom    

Cantor: Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

therefore let us keep the feast. 
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The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 

Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by Baptism into his death, and raised 

with him to newness of life. I call upon you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the 

solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced Satan and all his works, and 

promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church. 

 

Celebrant Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People I do. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead.  
 

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
 

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being? 

People I will, with God’s help. 
 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy 

Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our 

Lord. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People Form VI      Book of Common Prayer p. 392 

The Leader and People pray responsively 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

Silence 

For all people in their daily life and work; 

For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Kenneth, and Nedi our Bishops; and for all bishops and other ministers; 

For all who serve God in his Church. 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Hear us, Lord; 

For your mercy is great. 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

Silence 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 

And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

Silence 

The People may add their own petitions 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

Who put their trust in you. 
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Hymn 180    He is risen, he is risen!                 Unser Herrscher 

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is 

now being celebrated, we desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. We remember your death, Lord 

Christ; we proclaim your resurrection; we await your coming in glory. Since we cannot receive you 

today in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood, we beseech you to come spiritually into our hearts. 

Cleanse and strengthen us with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let us never be separated from you. May we 

live in you, and you in us, in this life and in the life to come.  Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Easter Blessing  

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrection of his Son our 
Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, make you holy and 
worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the Redeemer, bring you 
to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you and remain with you 
for ever. Amen. 

 
Dismissal 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Postlude     Toccata from Symphony No.5         Charles-Marie Widor 
 
 
 

Thank you for gathering online with St. John’s to worship! 

 
Musician Credits:  Prelude: Sara Seidel 
   Exsultet: Melissa Christophersen Redmill and Keith Redmill 
   Service Music: Marley Nemeth  
   Hymn: Members of St. John’s Choir 
   Postlude: Sara Seidel 

Copyrights and Credits:  Gospel Acclamation, WLP 848 Alleluia, Tone 5, John L Hooker, ©1996, Church Publishing, Inc.;  
Gloria S-278, Glory to God in the highest, words and music, William Mathias, ©1976 Oxford University Press; found in The 
Hymnal 1982; Used under OneLicense.Net License A-711100.  Through all the World Below, arr. Robert Lehman, SJMP; Sing 
Praises Unto the Lord, Henry Ruthven, SJMP, used under St. James Music Press license #157 
Prelude, God So Loved the World, John Stainer, public domain; Hymn 180, words, Cecil Alexander, music, Unser Herrscher, by 
Joachim Neander, public domain; Postlude, Toccata from Symphony No.5, Charles-Marie Widor, public domain.   
 
Exsultet from: https://www.episcopaldeacons.org/uploads/2/6/7/3/26739998/exsultet_roman_.pdf  


