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Holy Week: The Only Path to Easter 
 We say it every year, yet the message doesn’t seem to be heard —HOLY WEEK IS THE MOST IMPORTANT WEEK 
OF THE CHURCH YEAR.  Holy Week worship allows us to enter fully into the journey Jesus took to the cross, and only by 
going to the cross could he be raised to new life.  We cannot fully understand the glory of the resurrection without also entering 
into Christ’s suffering and death.   

 Having said that, we are offering an exceptional learning opportunity on Sunday, April 2 from 6:30—8:00.  The Rev. Dr. 
Jason Prati from All Saints’, New Albany will be with us to help us understand and appreciate the Triduum, the “space of 
three days” taking us from Maundy Thursday through Good Friday to Easter Sunday.  Child care will be provided.  DO NOT 
MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY.        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP 

 Palm Sunday, April 9 
   9:45 am  Palm Parade through the streets of Franklinton with other congregations (beginning at the church) 

  10:30 am Palm Procession, reading of the Passion narrative, and Holy Eucharist 

         1:00 pm  Street Church celebration of Palm Sunday 

   6:30 pm  Stations of the Cross and Sonnets by congregation member Charles Spissu  

 Wednesday of Holy Week, April 12 

   6:00 pm  His Place worship with Stations of the Cross 

 Maundy Thursday, April 13 

   6:00 pm  Footwashing, Agape Meal with Eucharist, Stripping of the Altar 

 Good Friday, April 14 

   6:00 pm  Stations of the Cross to places of pain and promise in     
  Franklinton (beginning at St. John’s) 

   7:15 pm  Good Friday Prayers and Anthems 

 Easter, April 16 

 10:30 am  Festival Holy Eucharist 

   1:00 pm  Festival Holy Eucharist at Street Church with  

    Eleventh Anniversary Celebration 
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Women to Women 

Tuesday, April 25 

Noon—1:30 PM   

Women to Women provides a safe and confidential 
place for women to share their common stories 
without judgment or criticism. And, we’ll have lots 
of fun together!   

 
COME AND BRING A FRIEND! 

          Bible Study         Every Wednesday         5—5:45 PM  
 

 

 What does it mean to follow Jesus?  Join us each Wednesday from 5-5:45PM as we explore this  
 question. Our group discussion is framed by one Beatitude and focuses on one Gospel text where 
 a person encounters Jesus. 
 

Reflections on the Power of Holy Week 
 

Maundy Thursday  The message of Maundy Thursday is both wonderfully simple and incredibly difficult; love one  
another. In the hours preceding Christ’s crucifixion, Jesus did something odd. He got down on his hands and knees and washed 
the feet of his disciples.  He then gave his disciples a new commandment, to love another just as he had loved them. I imagine 
that had the disciples known this was Christ’s last lesson, they would have asked for clearer instructions. I certainly feel that 
way much of the time. After all, serving and loving others is neither easy nor straightforward! But therein lies the heart of it all. 
It’s not about following the rules or even getting it right all the time. Instead, Christ invites us into relational covenant. As  
disciples of Christ we promise to try again and again. And when we’re not sure where to begin, let’s follow Christ’s example 
and wash each other’s feet.  —Jonathan Youngman 
 
Good Friday Stations of the Cross  Around the world, there are many var iations in the way 
the faithful choose to experience the spiritual enactment of Jesus’ walk through Jerusalem towards 
his crucifixion. Typically, I have participated in a ceremony that walks me past images that are ar-
ranged in a particular order, in accordance with the path Jesus followed as he struggled to stay on 
his feet, beaten and cursed and jeered. A few years ago, St. John’s offered me the opportunity to 
experience this spiritual pilgrimage through the streets of Franklinton and the effect was 
profound and moving in ways I definitely didn’t anticipate. I felt connected and enveloped in the 
struggles of the community for the first time. I saw and heard and smelled the places where our 
friends live out their hopes and dreams. The Holy Spirit was swirling around in a lively and desper-
ate way. The prayers we prayed were deeply relevant. This pilgrimage has now become one of the 
most important connections to Holy Week for me. I pray that you join me on Good Friday and  
experience a unique journey to the cross.  — Kathy Foster 
 

Good Friday Prayers  After  Stations through the neighborhood, we return to St. John’s sanctuary. Find a comfortable 
pew and prepare yourself. You’ll find the altar as it was left on Maundy Thursday, stripped bare and then shrouded in  
darkness. The reverent silence slowly engulfs everyone present. It’s within this solemn and holy space, you’re given the  
opportunity to write a prayer and place it at the foot of the cross.  For me, during this service, something special opens up. 
There is the chance to quietly reflect and truly discern what is on your heart. Then in the privacy of your pew, you craft the 
words of your prayer; the words which only you and God will ever know.  And then, if you so choose, you stand and lay your 
prayer at the foot of the cross. Come experience this extraordinary communion with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.  
—John Reat 

 

 

 

Saturday, April 15   11:00 AM 
St. John’s Growing Place Garden 
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Franklinton Gardens Grows & Grows 
 

 Franklinton Gardens, which started as a small community 
garden in 2007, continues to expand the farm and seek justice for 
and with our neighbors. More than ever before, the 2.5-acre urban 
farm is in a position to improve local food access, create employ-
ment, and build just community in Franklinton through agriculture. 
This is possible, in part, because of its partnership with St. John’s 
Church and recent grant awards.  
 Franklinton Gardens was awarded a $40,000 Learning Skills to Lift Neighborhoods grant from the City of Columbus. This 
grant will fund a program to provide paid workforce development training for 20 returning citizens—people returning to our 
neighborhood after a period of incarceration. This will be done in partnership with CleanTurn Enterprises, which is a Franklin-
ton-based social enterprise that has extensive experience in training and employing returning citizens. Franklinton Gardens will 
develop and deliver the training curriculum on Columbus Land Bank-affiliated parcels, and at the end of the program each  
participant will have the skills and experience required to transform vacant parcels into urban food production sites. In total, 
participants will install fencing, construct high tunnels (structures that enable year-round food production), develop production 
beds, and install irrigation systems. Continued employment will be available through CleanTurn Enterprises upon completion of 
the training program. Franklinton Gardens will also employ participants as additional funding becomes available. 
 Franklinton Gardens was also awarded a $5,000 grant from the START Fund of the Columbus Foundation. This is the very 
first grant to be given by the new fund, which was launched by Rev1Ventures as our region's first-ever entrepreneurial giving 
fund. The START Fund is aimed at supporting initiatives that are "starting up" something special in the community. Franklinton 
Gardens will use the $5,000 grant as seed money for a full-time Education Coordinator for its new Learning Garden that will be 
located at the corner of Town St. and Hawkes Ave. 

The Spiritual Side of Bicycling 
Franklinton Cycleworks (FCW) was recently awarded a Mission Enterprise Zone (MEZ) grant 
amounting to $20,000 by The Episcopal Church. Additionally, Bishop Breidenthal graciously 
provided $20,000 in matching funds to support the efforts of FCW. The broad purpose of the 
MEZ is to support evangelistic ministries with populations that are under-represented in the 
church. FCW was one of five new MEZs granted funds by The Episcopal Church in February. 
FCW intends to use the funds to further strengthen the community development aspects of the 
shop. FCW envisions a strong, vibrant community centered not only around meeting people’s 
transportation needs but also on legitimate friendships and relationships. FCW has always been 

more about people than it has bikes. Bikes have been a useful conduit for sharing God’s love. FCW seeks to be more intentional 
about building transformational community. 

FCW is an organic ministry of St. John’s; a bubbling up of God’s vision in Franklinton inspired and nourished by St. 
John’s. As FCW moves into this next chapter, FCW also looks to move into deeper engagement with the St. John’s community. 
In the late spring/early summer there will be a Blessing of the Bikes ceremony followed by a small festival. Everyone is wel-
come to attend, and of course everyone is whole-heartedly invited to volunteer at FCW. Because FCW is about people more 
than bikes, there will be opportunities to volunteer by simply listening and talking with patrons. FCW looks forward to the   
future we can create together, with God’s help. 

Welcoming New Neighbors:  
A Gala for Refugees Served by the Episcopal Church 

 

Monday, May 8, 2017     5 ï 7 PM  
 

Arepazo Tapas Bar Grille 
515 South High Street, Brewery District 

 

CRIS, and the refugees and immigrants they serve, have been severely impacted by the new policies re-
garding immigration instituted by the new administration. CRIS’ commitment to support local refugee and immigrant com-
munities remains strong, but they face challenges moving forward as they work to sustain staffing and agency infrastructure 
in the face of drastic funding cuts. CRIS is forced to lay off valuable program staff and implement agency wide hours cuts. 
Confluence is hosting the gala in effort to raise $10,000 to fund the continued staffing of the Confluence Year member as a 
Refugee Resettlement Specialist with CRIS. All proceeds go directly to the work of CRIS.  
Individual Ticket: $50.00 -- Includes Tapas & Drink Ticket 
Shalom Sponsorship: $500.00 -- Includes Six Individual Tickets 
Ubuntu Sponsorship: $1000.00 - Includes Twelve Individual Tickets 

MORE INFORMATION  
COMING SOON  

https://www.columbus.gov/council/information/Transforming-Lives-and-Lots/
http://www.bizjournals.com/columbus/news/2017/03/15/morning-roundup-funding-for-franklinton-gardens.html
https://www.facebook.com/franklintongardens/
https://www.facebook.com/franklintongardens/


 

St. John’s is a Body of 

Christians giving thanks  to 

God through traditional 

worship in an informal setting 

and serving God, fully 

dedicated to being in ministry 

with our neighborhood and 

beyond. 

St. Johnõs is a Mission of the Episcopal Diocese of Southern Ohio 
 

Mission Council Members 

Suzan Waller, Sr. Warden 

Kristyn Vergauwen, Jr. Warden 

Karen Brown, Clerk 

Julie Bull 

Lynn Gervais-Weinle 

Patrick Kaufman 

Cheryl Mellon 

Becky Papp 

Pam Thurston 

Kurt Wacker 

Staff 

The Rev. Dr. Lee Anne Reat, Vicar 

The Rev. Craig Foster, Deacon 

The Rev. Meribah Mansfield, Deacon 

Rich Rastetter, Treasurer 

Jeanne Jewell, Bookkeeper 

Darrell Forren, Director of Music 

Jeff Lucky, Building Maintenance 

 

      The Ministries of St. Johnõs                 

          

Sundays    Holy Eucharist and Sunday School     10:30 AM 

       Fellowship follows service 

      Street Church                 1:00 PM 

  

Mondays    Alcoholics Anonymous           8:00 PM 

       

Tuesdays    Women to Women (Last Tuesday of month)          Noon  

      Her Place Womenôs Group (Quarterly)         6:00 PM 

       

Wednesdays      His Place Worship (SeptemberðJune)              6:00 PM 

                               His Place Dinner (SeptemberðJune)                               6:30 PM  

      Girl Sprouts (First & Third Wednesday, SeptemberðJuly)   7:00 PM 
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Godman Guild Learning Center 

Adult Education Classes 

(614) 294-5476 

¶ Email us at stjohnsfranklinton@gmail.com 

¶ We’re on the web at www.st-johns-columbus.diosohio.org 

¶ We’re on Facebook at Saint John’s Episcopal 

¶ Our phone number is 614-221-9328 


